Many of you will know that National Institute of Clinical Excellence (NICE, established in 1999) provides patients, health professionals and the public with up-to-date, reliable and robust guidance on various aspects of clinical care. This extends to new interventional procedures as well. NICE's Interventional Procedures Advisory Committee (IPAC) is an independent committee and includes clinicians, members from health care related industry, patient groups and other stakeholders. This committee discusses all newly notified procedures (or older procedures, where there is uncertainty about their safety and efficacy). The Committee then prepares an overview, seeks opinion of specialist advisors and examines the available evidence. The procedures are then discussed and a provisional guidance issued which appears on the NICE website (www.nice.org.uk) for four weeks during which public consultation is sought. The IPAC then reviews comments received during public consultation as well as any new evidence and/or literature and a final guidance issued. The relationship of NICE and particularly IPAC with the health profession was outlined by the Department of health in is circular on 13th November 2003
The committee (IPAC) was constituted in 2002. Various bodies (e.g., Royal Colleges, professional societies, patients' groups etc.) were asked to nominate members for this committee and I represent the Intensive Care Society. In arriving at robust guidance about a procedure, NICE consults various specialist advisors. These specialist advisors are clinicians who, have either performed the procedure, may have some experience or know something about it. The opinion sought is purely from clinical and scientific knowledge in order to help the committee to arrive at its guidance. These specialist advisors are nominated by various bodies, a list kept with the IPAC and the names appear on the NICE website.
The Society wants to prepare a list of such specialists and to supply NICE and IPAC with such a list. This, therefore, is a call for volunteers, who are members of the society, to put their names forward for this committee. If you need more information, please log on to the NICE website and click on Interventional procedures or get in touch with me via ICS office.
Roop Kishen,
Linkman Co-ordinator, Member IPAC.
K in Torquay
Before the start of the Spring ICS meeting in Torquay, twenty four runners managed to get up for an early morning run in support of the Intensive Care Foundation. They all completed the pleasant 5000 metre route along the beautiful Torquay seafront. The runners included the President of the Society and the immediate past President with Tom Stewart (Canada) making it an international event. Ewan Jack (Glasgow) was first back in a time of 20 minutes 39 seconds.
The event was sponsored by Lilly and BBraun who produced commemorative T shits for the runners that are surely set to become collector's items! Special thanks to Rob Drew of Lilly for his hard work in helping organising the run. The event raised a total of £650 for the Foundation and plans are already afoot to organise a larger run next year in Glasgow. So get in training and don't forget your running gear next May.
